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To the + Chriſtian a ieee ny oY 


N the fue diſcourſe, you 1 preſented with 4 7 
L pure Fa man 1 . © ed; Gy 15 here: 7 
Ll * may harly ſeen the. beautiful. contr, mentione 

Paul; . og, and behold we live; * haying 10 
And yet poſſe g al: things . By the firſt Adam A 1 
revdiled over Pak.” the ſecond Adam's 3 / Wo 


though 
= 2 2 70 ſeem to 1 o. . der me Op 


ecauſe. Examples are friking and po th 
105 8 5 52 the attention, and influence. the, pretty. of "the 7 
fer it is common with man, to aim at an imitation. ( 


: — 4 bo 4 Samples which be counts en 4 it—yhoſe, fai 
ow | 


* Third] y. Betay PTR can more encourage, and ofeftu- 
205 prevail with the Chriſtian Soldier, to ſtand in the day of 
battle, and preſs on to victory, than a certain knowledge, that 
others eng ages in the ſame warfare, and in the ſame circum- 
Nantes with him ſelf, have obtained a ſafe, and comipleat viete- 
e a is the life o labour, hope, and. patience; 

nd what can be greater than 1 , (next to the promiſe. of 
Gon who cannot lie, ) to fee our fellow-Saldiers win the 
"feize the prize in our fight, and triumph over all the power of 
5 — enemy. — More than conquerors through him, that Javed 


"7pm well aware, that the untcaried Reader, or one that 
| Belteverk not, "will treat the whole of My Reyner's diftreſſing 
temptations and triumphant joys as mere imagination, delu ben. 
or dponr;ght madneſs ; and ſo ſhall the Scripture be Jo 
whic 
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| can he know them, becauſe they are ſj ically on 
And. gain, Eye hathfnot ſeen, nor ea 
| enter into the heart of man, the 8 ae 


rejoice over thee with Joy: he will reſt. in his 


PPP 
a 4 


% God, reigning through the righteouſneſs o 


Spirit - - bony for r are ſaelihasge unto him; erin : 


e 
op hath 


prepared for them that love * but Gop hath revealed 
them unto us by his Holy Spirit 9 Nam is there am rhing 
more abſurd and irrational, than for a man to pretend to judge 
2 which he profeſſedly knows not. 
The voices f Harmony and Muſick, | Fabich Mr Reyr 
2 contrary to 5 


tur or Tight re 2 ſon. —Why rn it be thou ht a thing 
s 72 © 


eredible that Gop Mould raiſe the dead? I heard 72 
Fobn) the voice of harpers harping with their harps, —/f 
the angels Tejoice at our converſion 15 Cd, much more ma 


it be ſuppoſed, when we have kept the faith even unte Death; 


and why not in our "hearing 9 Yea, the Logp thy Gor 
(faith the Prophtt) in the mdf. of thee is mae ty; he wi 


* he will 
joy over thee with ſinging 1. 


N 
To what purpoſe are 15.5 things pen, 7 not We vr 
abounding .confolation and confidence 15 655 725 1750 this 


cauſe it 1s nothing frrange, that the Saint uld ſing aloud 
upon their beds, with the high praiſes of God in their 
mouths. That which I have related, concerning the triumph- 


ant death of. our dertaſed 77 7 16 what I myſclf ſaw, and 


beard from his own mouth; fave two or three expreſſins, 


which were told me by faithful” witneſſes. 


Finally, Let the weak Believer 0 ſerve, | that he did by no 
means rechon his Joys or aſſurances for the very faith of God's 


"cleft, nor truſted in ml much leſt did he rejoice or truft in 


bis former terrors, temptations or 4% only the rich grace 
"4 CHRIST us 
C eternal life, was bis glory and joy. And whoſoever (as a Mai 
tyr once preached, and ſealed the doftrine with his blood) | 
believe in Feſus Chriſt, and be careful to maintain good works, 
Hall be accepted with him i in 75 os Rs be wid . 
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of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 


nie, thy rod and thy flaff they comfort me. 


T7 HEN fin entered into the world, death im- 
mediately followed by the righteous judg- 
maument of God: for the great Creator had 
forewarned his creature man of the evil of fin, and ex- 
preſly declared that in the day of his tranſgreſſion he 
| ſhould forth die; | which accordingly came to paſs: 
for when man had finned, he died, as God had faid. 
Nor did Yeath ſeize upon the firſt man only, 
but upon all his poſterity : a plain demonſtration 
this, that we all finned in him: elſe the righteous 
Judge of the world would not have brought in all 
guiliy of . death, Moreover, as the branches are 
_ originalfy contained in every root from whence 
they ſpring, ſo all mankind may be conſidered as 
having an embrio-exiftence in the firſt man, the 
common parent of the human race, for we are all 
Bis offspring. Nor doth the redemption by Cazisr 
wholly releafe and exempt any man from the power 
and penalty of death: a clear proof that we are not 
entirely perfelled in holineſs and the image of Gop, 
whilſt we continue in our mortal fleſh ; for what is 
death but the wages of ſin? therefore take away fin, 
and there can be no more death. Now the creature 
vas made ſubjet? to vanity, not willingly, but by reaſon. 
of bim who hath ſubjefted the ſame in hep“: for the 
creature itſelf alſo ſhall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption, into the glorious liberty of rhe — 1 of 
8 _—_ 30D. 
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fſhutteth and no man openetb: 


5 5 SERMON on the Death 


Gov. Therefore the ranſomed. of the Logp > cannot 
and look for the-diffohation of their me 5 
bodies, even as others, and ſo far to be br ught-ur 
the power of death: but to the heirs of promiſe ch 
can do no real evil, nor is it terrible to them as to 
other men; from the redeemed of the Lorp, its 
ſting is taken away, and:the 87 are cauſed to trium 
over it ng the blood of Jzsvs ; who both. died 
for them, and roſe again, and hath the keys of bell 
and of death; who openeth and no man ſhitteth; and 
and we may be well 
aſſured that he will open the priſon doors of death 
to releaſe his people, whom he loved ſo as to lay 
down his life for their ſakes ; and ever liveth at Gobꝰs 


right hand to make interceſſion for them: and they 


knowing and believing this are bold in CuxIsr, to 


ſpeak, as in the language of the text, J. hough I walk 
rough the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear 


no evil: for thou art with: me, UN, rod and ty Staff they 
comfort me. 

Theſe words were lately given me by one. at, our 
brethren (a dying, man but a living Chriſtian), deſiring 


me to preach from them his funeral Diſcourſe; and he 
well underſtood their meaning, and experienced their 


power and ſweetneſs : For at the time that he ſpake 


them, he was filled with a rapture of ſpirit, boldneſs, 


and triumph which none can expreſs that doth not 
feel in his ſoul, what he then manifeſtly felt and en- 


joyed. He was juſt entering the dark valley men- 


tioned in the text; but the glory of the Logp was 


ſuch a light unto his ſoul, that the darkneſs was no 


"darkneſs to him, but the night was as clear as the 


there ariſeth light in the darkneſs : 


day; for, as the ſcripture witneſſeth, to the ivpright 
therefore our de- 
ceaſed brother, inſtead of being afraid or dejected, 

was enabled to triumph gloriouſiy in the midſt of 


ſickneſs and death: at which time alſo he bore witneſs 


in the moſt clear, rational, and ſolemn manner, of 


the 


+ Mr V Joſhua 2 __ 
the grace and faithfulneſs of Gov in Cx iST Jrsvs 
to them that believe, And I am perſuaded that many 
who were ſpectators and witneſſes of theſe things, 
heard and beheld with wonder and delight, a dying 
man exulting in the views of eternity, and rejoicir 

with joy un/peakable and glorious. Thus Stephen (deat 
to the clamours, and heedleſs of the cruel deſigns of 
his bitter perſecutors) being full of the Holy Ghoſt 
looked up ſtedfaſtly into heaven, and ſaw the glory of 
Gop, and Jtsvs ſtanding on the right hand of Gop. 

A ſight of this glorious object (which the Holy Ghoſt 
can ſhew to whom he will) is ſufficient to fill the 
ſoul with boldneſs and tranſports of joy in the midſt 
of enemies, ſickneſs, and the valley of the ſhadow of 
death; and this victory, though not the ſame joy and 
f triumph over death, is ſure to all the children of faith. 
Therefore, faith the Pſalmiſt, Den I wa k, &c. 

The method which I en to obſerve in a... 
| Diſcourſe, is, | 


" 1f, To Add the title of the Pfalm. 

2409, The three firſt verſes, by a ſhort paraphraſe. 
3, To expound | more largely the, words of the 
"©: Wnt, 

4thiy, To give ſome account of the faith and con- 

fidence of our deceaſed brother, agreeable to 
what the text ſets forth. And. | 
D Laſtly, To make ſome Tunable Application, | 


1 ft, I am to erb the title. | 
I The author of this Pſalm is David, as appears by 
the title ; bur the title ſeems deſigned to expreſs more 
than barely to ſhew the author's name; for it may 
be as juſtly rendered to, for, or concerning David; 
and thus the Septuagint ſeem to have underſtood it: 
now David, in the Hebrew tongue, ſignifies a lover, or 
beloved one, which is firſt eminently true of CHRIST, 
who was from eternity beloved of the Father, and the 
2 lover 


* — 
„ 


— — 
— EV row eee 
— 


— 


r 


— Arc late AY rar 
—— 


Fas 6 ule ae wu” — 
— oe as > II — 4G” 


Ws 
—— — 


Oe, rooms 


_— 


WI ww 
RAC URS 


— — — — ooo neon ee <A 


it 1 


Po VE 


2 a * 
4 


>= . 
—ͤ——— oo We 
* Nn — 


——— 2 


4 * % * < th — 

——— —— 2 - OE IT IE IN as 8 
r r gow ORIEL SATA. a ers # 7 5 
a= {Be HEE "URLs ate” + - ——— — ee IR Sr . 


—— ——— wr 
—— ———— — 


rr 


„D AS 8 Ra PR a0" 


A -M Seiden any * 


avid in, Ezetiel's prophecy *, as alſo in the 8 gth 


er of Gon and his people: Cuxasr i is often called 
A, where he ſaith, 7 have ſworn by my bolineſs 


| that I will not lie unto David: in which paſſage 1 it is 


lain from the context that CynusT is meant; and 
at the oath there mentioned is the ſame which 
he ſpeaks of Pſalm cx. The Lokp. feoare and will. not. 
repent, Thou art 4 prieft for ever after the order of 
Melchizedec. But as he which ſanctifieth, and they 


>. who are ſanctiſied, that i is, CHRIST and his Church, 


are all of one, there muſt needs be a great reſem- 


blance between them in this life, as alfo in that which 


is to come: and the Apoſtle Jobn expreſly ſays, 4s he 
is, ſo are we in this world; and alſo in the world, to 
come wwe ſhall be like him, for wwe ſhall ſee him as he is. 
Therefore we may underſtand this Pſalm'in a lower 
ſenſe, concerning the whole church of the living Gop, 
whom he eternally foreknew and, predeſtinated unto the 
adoption of ſons by Jesus CHRIST to himſelf : hence 
all and every one of them are called beloved of Gop f. 
And again, Bebold what manner of love the. Father 
hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the 
Sons of God ; even ſo Father, ſaith the Loxp Jzsvs, 
(the head of the church and firſt-born among many 
brethren) for ſo it ſeemeth good in ihy ſight. 
They are likewiſe lovers of Gop and of all the 
children of Gop. Me love him, becauſe be firſt loved us; 
and hereby we know that we are paſſed from death unto 
life, betauſe we love the brethren, Thus all the new- 
born heirs of heaven love both him that begat, and thoſe 
which are begotien of, bim. Wherefore this Pſalm may 
with great propriety be underſtood to be written by 
David, who was both a king and a prophet, con- 
cerning Cas1sT, of whom he was an eminent type, 


and alſo concerning his church, of which number 
David himſelf was one: for the faith and ſufferings of 


| CHRIST 
F Eph. i 1. Fe 


 ® See Chap. xxxiv. Xxxvii. 
1 Rom. EE | 


of A Joſhua Reyner. 2 
 Cur1s7 and his people, whilſt, in this. world; are of, 
| the ſame kind, though not in the ſame degreg, mo 
be their eternal happineſs 8 nd glory hereafter; but let: 
it be remembered that CHRIST gave himſelf. up to. 
ſuffer death for the fake of his church, and bought 
it with his 770 blood, that, be might ſan#ify and 
cleanſe it, and preſent - it. 10 himſelf, f a glorious, 
church erfected in his own image and, likeneſs, as a 
bride adorned for her heavenly huſband, and meet fon 
himſelf. It is evident, and acknowledged by expolitors, 

that both the Pſalms; which precede and follow this, 
are eminently. ſpoken of Carisr ;- and J ſee no reaſon 
why this alſo may not be ſpoken of him. The 22d 
ſets forth his great ſufferings and torments in the 
fleſh,. and the manner of death which he ſhould die, 
evem the ignominious. and curſed death: of the croſs, 
with the cruelty of his enemies triumphing over him, 
as if he had been wholly given up to their power, and 


forſaken of Gop. The 24th declares his righteouſ- 


neſs, and thereby his right to the kingdom of glory, 
with his glorious aſcenſion and triumphant entry 
into it. The 23d, which we are now conſidering, 
ſets forth his ſtedfaſt faith and confidence in Jzrov an 
his Father, to guide him through all, ſupport him 
under all, and bring him out of all his deep tempta- 
tions, cruel perſecutions, and unparalleled ſufferings, 
with a glorious reſt and triumph in the iſſue. Thus 
all his people in a leſs. degree are called to a life of 
faith, ſuffering and obedience, and at laſt of glorious 
triumph over all their enemies, through the grace 
of our Gon, and of ,Jasvs our Lon op. 

24h, I propoſe a ſhort expoſition on the three firſt 
verſes, which begin thus, 

The Loxp; — The word is — which is the 
name of the Divine Eſſence, and ſignifies Being or Erl. . 
ence ; it ſeems to denote alſo the eternal ſamenaſi or 
in 9 of the. Divine Nature, which no creature 


+ Eph. v. 25, 26, 27. 


10 A'SERMON en the Death" 


can” fathom or comprehend; and in this ſenſe Go 
himſelf ſeems to have uſed it. Thus to Moſes he 
faith; I appeared to your fathers by the name of GOD 
ALMIGHTY, but by my name Jenovanl was not known 
unto them : i. e. they knew me as an all-ſuffcient and 
faithful Gon, and truſted in me as ſuch; but 1 did not 
reveal to them the unchangeableneſs of my Nature and 
Eſſence.— Thus alſo in the Prophet Malachi , I am the 
Lord I change not; therefore ye Sons of Jacob are 
ot conſumed : for with Gop there is no variableneſs, 
#either ſhadow of turning; which the word IE AHOVAH 
imports: and as his Eſſence and Nature, ſo all his 
purpoſes, decrees, words and promiſes, are immutable ; 
and it is no leſs than blaſphemy againſt his eternal and 
great name, JEtnovan, to ſay that he varies, or 
changes in his word or promiſe. The Apoſtle John 
expreſſes its full meaning by a kind of paraphraſe, 
who is, and who was, and who is io come: this is 
Jewovan, the incomprehenſible and moſt awful 
name of Gop ALmicnTy, the Father, the Werd, and 
the Holy Spirit; for theſe three are but one pure un- 
divided eſſence or being, therefore the name is proper 
to all the Perſons. — Is my ſhepherd ; he will guide, 
feed and protect me as a ſhepherd doth his flock; —F 
ſhall not want; or he will not leave me deſtitute of his 
favour, and all needful ſupport under the bittereſt re- 
proaches and ſharpeſt trials. Thus in the Prophet Iſaiab, 
The Loxp Gop will help me, therefore 1 /hall not be 
confounded : therefore have I ſet my face as a flint, and 
J know that TI fhail not be aſhamed. And the God and 
Father of our LoRD JESUS CHRIST, ſpeaking of him, 
faith, Behold my ſervant whom I uphold, mine eleft in 
whom my ſoul delighteth; ] have put my Spirit upon him, 
he ſhall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles ;, be ſhall not 
fail nor be diſcouraged till be have ſet judgment" in tbe 
earth. And again, Thus /ailh the Lox p, In an actep- 
table time have 1 heard thee, and in a day of ſalvulion 
bave I helped thee: and 1 will preſerve thee and 8 
4 thee 


thee for a covenant of the people, that thou mayſt ſay to 
be priſoners, Go forth ;, io ibem that are in darkneſs, 
Shew yourſelves. Thus Gop, even the Father, 
made many great and precious promiſes to his Anoint- 
ed, even Jesus, CHRIST, wherein he truſted, in the 
days of his fleſh; as it is written, He- truſted in the 
Lorp ; and again, I will put my truſt in him. In 
this confidence he tells his diſciples, they ſhould, all 
flee and leave him alone, yet, I am not alone, becauſe 
the Father is with me. And in his great agony in the 
garden, there was ſeen an Angel from heaven ſtrengtben- 
ing him: now theſe promiſes. were not made 
CHRIST only, but in him to us alſo, who believe. ;,, 
Thus the Shepherd of the man CHRIS ,Jz$vs, was 
 Jznovan, the faithful, unchangeable, and omnipe- 
tent Gop, who is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever. The Deity was the ſtrength. and fulneſs of the 
humanity ; be head of CHRIST is Gop, in whom he 
truſted, that he would lead, protect, and ſupport him 
as a ſhepherd doth his ſheep, whilſt he abode in the 
wilderneſs of this world, amidſt the tents of wicked 
men; who encompaſſed him about, as dogs and wolves, 
and roaring lions, the defenceleſs ſheep f. There- 
fore he faith, I Hall not want: my Shepherd will 
not leave me deſtitute of all needful help and com- 
fort, and in the iſſue will give me a ſure deliverance. 
He maketh me to lie down in green paſtures: or as the 
Hebrew hath it, in the future tenſe, He will cauſe me ta 
lie down, &c. for the Prophet is not here declaring 
what Gop had already done for himſelf, or for CHNK IST 
and his choſen people; nor doth he ſpeak of paſt deli- - 
verances and preſent enjoyments, as ſome have thought: 
but on the contrary he is declaring what Gop will 
do for his elect, in all their future -tribylatigns, and 
their abiding faith and ſure truſt in his mercy, truth, 
and power to help them in eyery time of need, and 
deliver them from all evil. | 


1 See Pſal. xxii. . | 
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n 
e Made bee according to his glorious power and 
| doving-kihdneſs, the will make his ehoſen people; who 


"omar 


truſt in his great name, and are the ſfieep of his hand, 


| to be filled and abundantly ſatisfied With the rich and 


| paſtures of his grace and truth; where their 
Souls: Hall eat bread” to che full, even the bread of 
heaven, without ſcarceneſs. In thoſe ſacred enclo- 
ſures of Goy's everlaſting covenant-mercies they 


mall lie down, they ſhall dwell fafely, and none, as 


to their eternal inheritance, which is hid with CHRIST in 
'Gop, ſhall make them afraid : for their faithful and 
_ Shepherd ſhall lead them gently by the ſtil 
or quiet waters of his great and precious promiſes in 
Crz1sr Jesvs, that their ſouls may be as @ watered 
garden, and as a ſpring of water whoſe waters fail not. 
\ Fheſe bleſſings ate the fruit of Gop's eternal pur- 
6c and grace, which was given us in Cnrisr Jxsvs 
xfore the world began, that we might be ſupplied 
from ' thence with all needful ſupports and conſola- 
tions, during our ſpiritual warfare and ſojournit 
iin this dry and thirſty land where no water is: there 
fore he faith, He that *bath mercy on them ſhall lead 
"them, even by the forings of water ſhall he guide 
them . He Sapp rather, as the Hebrew hath it in 


the future tenſe, he Pall reſtore, or ' refreſh my ſoul: 
thus it may be applied to ChRIsr, who after his 


Forty days temptation in the wilderneſs, and other 


fore conflicts with wicked men, and the powers of 
darkneſs, eſpecially his'agony in the garden, was re- 
vived and refreſhed in foul by the ſtrengthning cor- 
-dials of his Father's preſence and approbation. Or 
it may be underſtood of the Saints reftoration who 


have fallen into fin, and brought thereby guilt and 


darkneſs upon their fouls ; ; for the word firſt ſignifies 
to turn, or bring back; i e. from an error or evil 
Way, as a Shepherd doth his loſt and ſtraying ſheep, 


and Ken to refreſh and reſtore health to Vick ſouls. 
Thus 


+ Ifaiah xlix, 10. 


. Joshua Reyner - 13 
Thus David, after confeſſing his ſin and ſupplicat- 


18 ing pardon and ſanctifying grace through the blood 


of the covenant, adds, Kejtore unto me the joy of thy 


ſalvation; Pſal. li. And thus ſpeaks the whole church 
in the time of her captivity, Rejoice not againſt me, 
O mine enemy ! voben I fall I ſhall ariſe; when 1 it 
in darkneſs the Loxp will he a light unto me, &c. + 


He leadeth, rather he will lead me in the paths of righte- 


 euſneſs. Thus all the Saints look unto Gor for di- 
rection and ability to bring forth fruit unto holineſs, . 
and do thoſe things which are pleaſing in his fight. That 

 Gop who is able to keep us from falling, and convert, 
or reſtore us. when fallen, is he who worketh all our 
good works in us and for us: as he faith in the 32d 
Pſalm, I will infiruf thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou ſhalt go; I will guide thee with mine eye... 

And again, I will put my fear into their hearts, that 
they ſhall not depart from me. And again he faith, Iwill 

put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you io walk in my ſta- 
tutes, and you ſhall keep. my judgments and do them &. 

Be not therefore high-minded, but fear; for ibe rigb. 
teous LORD loveth righteonfneſs: therefore he worketh-. 

in us bath to will and io do of bis gocd pleaſure : hence. 

it is added, for bis names ſake; not becauſe of any 
paſt deſert or preſent worthineſs in us, but for his 
mercy and his truth's ſake, as he purpoſed and pro- 
miſed before the world began, bai. we: ſhould be Holy, 
to the praiſe of his glory. And this brings me, 
Z3Zaly, To explain the words of the text; which 
more diſtinctly I render thus; Moreover, when I ſhall 
alk through. the midſt of the ſhadow of death, I will 
fear no evil; for thou. art - with me, thy rod and thy 
ſtaff, they ſhall comfort me. Moreover; this particle. 
ſignifies an increaſe of danger and evil, and there- 
fore requires ſtronger faith and confidence in Gop 
for ſupport and deliverance than in leſs trials and 
dangers. Thus when Hbrabam was called to leave 
his native country, it did not require fo great a degree 


of 


+ Mic. vii. 8, . Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 


— 


of faith to obey the call, as when he was commanded 


to offer up his only ſon 7/aac. But the promiſe is 
ſure and the promiſer Gop' ALMIGHTY ; as thy day- 
is, ſo ſhall thy ſtrength be, Thus the truth and fu 
ciency of JeHovan, who cannot lie, hath ever been 
the ſupport and confidence of CHx Is r and his people, 
in the days of their pilgrimage on the eartn. 
It is as if the Prophet had ſaid, ſpeaking in the 
name of CHRIST or of the whole church, ] will truſt 
in thee, Jenovan, my Shepherd, not only in a few, 
or in the ſmaller trials of affliction, but at all times, 
even in the midſt of darkneſs and in the deep, when 
the greateſt evils compaſs me about, as in he valley 
of the ſhadow of death; for thou who art the refuge 
and ſtrength of my ſoul from fear of the enemy, art 
a faithful and omnipotent Gop®*?. They that know thy 


0 | name will put their truſt in thee; for thou, Loxp, haſt 
1 never failed them that ſeek thee*, Thy name is a ſtrong 
i tower, the righteous runneth into it, and is ſafe, for 
5 thou art a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in due 
ih time of trouble. Thou art with me—the Father hath 
i not left me alone, for I do always thoſe things that pleaſe 
0 bim . I will be with him in trouble J [ will deliver 
0 him and honour bim §. The eternal Gop is thy refuge, 
14 and underneath are the everlaſting arms; and he ſhall N 
i ' thruſt out the enemy from before thee ]. Thus he faith f 
i” - to Jacob, Fear not io go down into Egypt, for I will Y 
1 go down with thee, and I will alſo ſurely bring thee up ö 
1 again . Therefore, ſaith the church, will not uwe 
il for: though the earth be removed, and though the 
1 | mountains be carried into the midſt of the ſea: for Gop is 
1 in the midſt of her; the Lord of Hoſts is with us, the 
1 Gop of Jacob is our refuge. FOE 23% 
1 The Shadow of death is an expreſſion uſed by the 
pj Prophet Iſaiab, Chap. ix. to ſet forth the dark, guilty, 
Wl 18 e | e 
"oh | 
by * Pfal. ix. 10. + John viii 29. 
ll $ Pfal. xci. 15. Deut. xxxiii, 27. 
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of Mr Joſhua: 1 15 
and wretched ſtate of fallen man by nature, eſpecially 
of the gentile world, when they were without CHRIST, 
without hope, and without v: which becauſe of 
their ſin, darkneſs, miſery, — from God, and 
ſlavery to Satan, may very properly be termed tbe 
ſhadow of death ; but it is manifeſt that this cannot be 
its meaning in che text, for the perſons here, even in 
the midſt of it, have 4 glorious hope, and Gop is 
with them; therefore in this place we underſtand it 
of that time and ſtate, wherein ve paſs from this 
world to that which is to come; and it may well be 
called the ſhadow of death, but not properly death it- 
ſelf: for it is not a total and eternal ſeparation from 
all life and happineſs, but only from the bleſſings and 
enjoy ments 5 this preſent world. Therefore our 
Lonp ſaid of Fairus's daughter, She is not dead, but 
leeſ eih; becauſe ſhe was to be reſtored to the enjoy- 
ments of this life, or was one of Gop's elect: and of 
them that believed in him, he ſaid, They ſhall never 
taſte death. Now that which the ſcripture calls by way 
of diſtinction and eminence the ſecond geath, is truly 
and properly death : becauſe it is a total, abſolute, and 
eternal ſeparation from all light, all happineſs, and the 
favour and preſence of Gop. The Logp grant unto 
thee that heareſt, or that readeſt theſe words, that thou 
mayſt never thus die, but flee ibou to CuRI1ST for 
refuge, abide in bim, and keep his ſayings, that thuu 
mayſt live for ever. Now a natural death is the ſha- 
dow of this, becauſe it is the effect of ſin, and is often 
attended with darkneſs and anguiſh, both in fleſh and 
. ſpirit 3 and laſtly, becauſe there is a real ſeparation be- 
tween the ſoul and the body, and an eternal one be- 
tween the whole man and all 'worldly delights. But 
bleſſed be Gop there is a life and a world io come after 
this, which is prepared and reſerved in heaven for the 
Saints, therefore they have no need to be troubled 
when they paſs through the midit of this adow of 
death ; wherein our departed brother feared no evil, 
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for Gon was with him, filling his ſoul with joy and 
triumph. With reſpect to this awful ſeaſon, the lan- 
Buage of faith in all the ſaints is agreeable to the fol- 

wing words of our text, Thy rod and thy flaff” they 


all comfort me. By the rod is ſometimes mèant in 


ſcripture a rod of correction, whereby Gop chaſtiſes. 
and corrects his pn as doth a father his child- 
ren, for their profit. Thus in the 89th Pfalm, 7f 
his children forſake my law, and walk not in my judg- 
ments, I will viſit their tranſgreſſion with the' rod,” and 
their iniquity with ſtripes ; nevertheleſs my loving-kind- 
neſs will I not utterly tate from him, nor. ſuffer my 
faithfulneſs to. fail; for Gop hath ſworn by his great 
name, even by his holineſs, to CHRIST, that he ſhall 
fee his ſeed, and not one of his people ſhall periſh: 
arod is often uſed in ſcripture for an enſign of autho- 
rity and regal power ; hence it ſignifies alfo a ſcepter, 
and here I doubt not bur it means an emblem of 
authority and power, therewith to puniſh and break 
in pieces the enemy: thus the Mrian is called the 
rod of Gop's anger, whereby he ſeverely puniſhed 
idolatrous Iſrael of old; and of CHR ISH the Prophet 
ſpeaks thus, The Lord all ſend the rod of thy power 
out of Zion; and again, Thou ſhalt break them with-a 
rod of iron. And again, He ſhall ſinite the earth with. 
"the rod of bis mouth, and with the breath of his lips ſhall 
be. flay the wicked. And ſuch honour have all his Saints, 
for it is written, To him that overcometh will I give 
power over the nations, and be ſhall rule them with a 
rod of iron; as the veſſels of a potter ſhall they be broken 


to ſhivers 4. And hence the Chriſtian is ſupported and 


comforted in the moſt powerful aſſaults of the enemy, 
and the ſoreſt trials, by his ſtedfaſt faith and confi- 
dence in the ſuperior power and invincible arm of his 
Gop and SaviouR. 77ſt qe in the Lok p for ever, for 
in the LoxD'JEnovan is everlaſting ſtrength ; for faith 


| Gov, I have created the waſter to def roy; no weapon that 


15 formed againſt: thee ſhall proſper. Thus CHRIS aſſures 
his 


+ Rev, iii. 26, 27. 


"+ ſh Jo Ries N 17 


un people that they fall never periſh, becauſe none 16 
able to pluck them out of bis. Fatber” band, wha. 1s 
greater Dan GK". 

And the beloved diſciple Site Nis Chriſfian 
brechren and companions in tribulation by the ſame 
argument; are of God, lille children, and  bave 
overcome them, becauſe greater, is be that is in us iban 
be that is in tb⸗ 4001 1d, Therefore faith the Church, 
T will-make mention of Rabab and Babylon to them. that 
know me-: that is, of the great and mighty ſalvation 
which our Gop wrought for us, when he delivered x us 
from the Egyptian. and Chaldian flavery, who, for, a 
while kept us in bondage; yet the Loxp our Gob- 
ſhewed himſelf to be mightier and ſtronger. than all 
| our adverſaries; for in tbe thing wherein they geatt 
3 Proudly, he was above them. © 

Hence he ſaith in the text, thy rad, thy Seel 
ing and almighty power, ſhall be the ſtay and comfort 
of my ſoul, againſt all the fury and force of my ene- 
mies; for when the enemy pours in as a flocd, the ad 
of the Lord ſhall lift up a Rlandard againſt him. 

Thus by the rod of Gop's power, the enemies 
his church "all be wholly overthrown, and broke in 
pieces: yet this would be ſmall conſolation to the 
Saints, if they themſelves alſo fainted in the battle, and 
had no 1900 provided for the reſt and refreſhment 
of their fainting ſouls: but as Gop gave his ſervant 
Samſon water to drink that he might not die for 
thirſt, after he had ſlain a thouſand men of the Phi- 
liſtines; even ſo hath he provided for the ſupport and 
conſolation of his people in all their ſpiritual warfare ; 
and much more abundantly. There are many glorious 
Promiſes given us in CHRIS whereon we Jean and 
'truſt, to the great relief and comfort of our ſouls; 
which promiſes, or promiſe of eternal life is, in our 
text, called a ſtaff: for as a pilgrim in his journeying 
often leans on his ſtaff, and is thereby ſupported in 
the ys fo the promiſe is that wn fopyorts believ- 
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Feſus Chriſt for us. 


hell and ſenſe ſhould oppoſe and gainſay it: the rod 
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ing fouls, during their pilgrimage through the earth, 


and whereon they reſt : for it is written, Whboſcever be- 
lieveth in Fejus Chriſt, ſhall nat periſh, but bave eternal 
life. The power and goodneſs. of Gop may, and 

often doth afford the ſoul ſome encouragement, and 
hope that he may obtain mercy, and be ſaved : but he 
can have no ſolid reſt or confidence touching his ſal- 
vation, without the promiſe ; whereby alone Gop de- 
clares that it is his will and pleaſure lo ſave ſinners 


through faith in Chrift Jeſus; hence, believing, we 


have a ſure ground of truſt and confidence in Gop 
that we ſhall be ſaved: for by this wil or good plea- 
ſure of Gop which is manifeſt. in the promiſe, we 
are” ſantiified, through the once offering of the body of 


\ 


Therefore in ſcripture all grace and ſtrength, ho- 
lineſs and glory, is given to us by promiſes; all which 


are made and fulfilled to us, and in us through 


CHnR1sT alone, and by the faith of him; by whom are 
given unto us many great and precious promiſes, that hy 
theſe we might be partakers of the divine Nature F. 
And we are ſure, and believe that all the promiſes of 
Gop are in ChRIST yea, and in him amen; that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son: For it pleaſed the 
Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, Therefore 
the Believer hath the ſureſt foundation of hope and 
confidence in the living Gop, for the ſupply of all his 
need, according to his riches in glory by CHRIST JESUS. 
Now we are ſure, that whoſoever truſteth on the 
ſtaff of Gop's promiſe ſhall reſt ſafely ; it will never 
break, nor fail him: Fear not, for I am with thee ; be 


g p 


not diſmayed, for I am thy God; I will ſtrengthen thee, 


yea I will belp thee, yea I will uphold thee with the 


right hand of my righteouſneſs . Therefore, ſaith the 
ſtedfaſt Chriſtian, 7 will truſt and not be afraid, though 
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* Heb. x. 10. iT 2 Pet. i, $4: 55 6 ny IG 
$ Ifajah xli. 10, | | 


. 2 y . ; 
- as W ; gore * 
1 4 Fr 4 3 1 1 q "3 * 4 "4 £ 8 * * * * 1 £* 
J; | Mr 0 1 7 3 . > | n 0 | 5 | 1 Q 
0 oſhua Reyner. 9 
s 4 7 * 
8 os 1 4 - 
5 * 


of thy power will ſubdue and break in pieces mine 
enemies; and the ſtaff of thy promiſe ſhall ſave me 
with an everlaſting ſalvation, for iby own name's 
ſake : theſe ſhall be my ſtay and ſupport in the midſt. 
of enemies and temptations, in the midſt of darkneſs. 
and the ſhadow of death; and they fball comfort me . 
By this we ſee what the Saints of old laid up in ſtore. 
for the tay and comfort of their minds, in future tri- 
als; not paſt aſſurance of converſion, or preſent enjoy- 
ment; (for all who truſt in ſuch things live by ſenſe and 
not by faith, but the power and faithfulneſs of GOD... 
They judged bim faithful who bad promiſed ; and being 
fully perſuaded that what God bad promiſed be was able 
alſo to perform, their ſouls were ſatisfied, and here they 
reſted; looking for its accompliſhment in due ſeaſon -. 
| hence, faith Paul, Through faith and patience they inhe- 
rit the promiſes F. Therefore he doth not ſay in the text, 
my aſſurance that Chriſt died for me, my knowledge of 
the pardon of ſin, my joys, (which are ſubject to 
change) but thy rod and thy ſtaff they ſhall comfort 
me. By this they declared their faith and hope to be. 
e 1 


Comfort.— The Htbrew word is Cg which primarily denotes 
a change of mind or affection, and conſequently one's purpoſe or 
conduct; that is, to repent: the Seventy have often rendered it by 
WrTavw, Which weil anſwers to the Hebrew, and ſignifies not an 
evil or unhappy change of mind or conduct, but a comfortable change 
ur the better: hence the word frequently means and is tragſſated 
as in the text; to comfort the mind in trouble, or conſole one in dif- 
treſs: thus Jacob refuſed to be comforted concerning his ſon 
Foſepb; and the prophet Jſaiab uſes it in this ſenſe twice in one 
verſe, chap. xl. 1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people; ſaith your God. 
St Paul alſo evidently underſtood it thus, where he ſaith, Godly ſor- 
row worketh repentance ; that is, a comfortable change of the mind, 
and a whol/ſome change of conduct. Scripture.repentance therefore is 
ſo far from meaning ſorroru, as the effect of a mental change, that 
it ſignifies quite the reverſe, viz. comfort, eaſe, or conſolation of 
mind, which confirms all J have ſaid on this matter, in my letter to 
Mr Doad, notwithſtanding the unreaſonable cavils or dogmatical aſ- 
ſertions of ſome men to the contrary. 

| $ Heb. vi. 12. | 
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in er and gave bim glory: on the contrary, they 
who truſt not, but when they Feel ſenſible comfort 
and joy in their hearts, do ar leaft, plainly ſhew, that 
except they ſee „gn and "wonders" they will not be. 
leve *; which they often eſteem and confide in more - 
than the ſure promiſes, ' or word of Gop. But they 
Who truly believe ſtay themſelves on the Lok p, and 
fhall not make haſte like unto thofe, who when they 
have loſt their /en/ible j5ys and manifeſtations, reckon 
themſelves to have loſf their foundation of truſt, and 
pillar of hope. Such perſons would do well to re- 
member the words of the Lox D to Thomas, Bechuſe 

thou haſt ſeen me thou, haſt believed, Vleſſed are they that 
have not ſeen ang.yet bade believed &: for if our faith 
and hope ebbs and flows according to our ſenſible 
comforts, and aſſurances that we ſhall be ſaved, to 
what purpoſe is the word and promiſe of God? Or, | 

how can we be faid to truſt therein, and live by 5 
faith? ; 

Our deceaſed Brother did not ſo; he truſted i in G⁰ 
when he had no extraordinary joy of faith : for he de- 
clared to me, months before his death, and in the 
Beginning of his illneſs, that he had no ſuch ſenſible 
enjoyments as he heard many hoaft of, and which many 
irue Chriſtians are indulged with; yet he believed in 

the Log, and was fully perſuaded that he would be 
with him in all, and deliver him out of all trials and 
temptations, and pe. him fate to his eternal glory, 

for he judged him faithful to his promiſe. | 
This was Scripture faith, and plainly ſhews its 4 

vine original, for it reſted upon the power and truth 

of Gon to perform his promiſe of life in Chriſt Feſus to 

' them that believe; and that when there was no aſſured. 

feeling ſenſe of it in the heart: for faub lives upon, 
and is ſupported by, not ſenſe, human reaſon, or bap- 

p frames of wii. but the al ſufficiency and veracity 


of the unchangeabl God, which is the — — 
OT: 


® John i iv. 48. $ John xx. 29. 


of our faith in CHAAs IJxsus: for from him, and 
ef him the grace of true faith looks for the perform- 

ance. Thus, Abraham againſt hope, believed in hope; 
when ſenſe and reaſon oppoſed his faith, he ſtaggeræd 
not, but believed; having the eye of his mind ſted- 
faſtly fixed upon the faithfulneſs. and ability of the 
Promiſer, even that God uo cannot, lie, and with 
whom nothing is impoſſible. Therefore it was impui- 
ed to him for righteouſneſs; and know ye that they 
which have the /ame faith, have the ſame rightcouſe, 


neſs imputed to them alſo *, and are heirs according 
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to the promiſe, Thus CHRIST (as the ſeed. of Abra- 
ban according to the fleſh) rute in Cod, both in 
the garden, and upon the croſs; not regarding what 
he felt and feared, both in body and foul, but his 
Father's all-fufficiency and truth. Peter, on the contra- 
ry, logking to the winds and waves, and not ſtedfaſtly | 
to CHRIST only, began to ſink ; for by looking on 
the ſeeming danger his mind was divided, fears 
aroſe, | and ſenſe prevailed over his /iiile faith. 
In ſome caſes our faith hath no object but the abi- 
lity and goodneſs of Gop, and here it reſts for a while, 
in the midſt of doubt and fear, on Divine mercy and 
power; and draws all its encouragement and hope 
from the conſideration of Gop's goodneſs and all- ſuf- 
ficiency; being wholly at the diſpoſal of his ſovereign 
will and pleaſure : for where no promiſe is, there can 
be no ground for aſſurance of ſucceſs, or confidence 
in believing that our petitions will be granted: yet 
the grace and power of Gop is no ſmall ſupport and 
inducement to the helpleſs and the miſerable in their 
diſtreſs to call upon-Gop, and hope for relief; the 
language of whoſe faith is, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canſt make me clean; not I am confident of thy wil- 
-tingneſs; but thou art able, and it is in thy nature to 
do ſuch and ſuch favours or benefits which I afk of 
:thee”, Nor is there any apparent reaſon to doupt of 
= 1 uch 


Kom. iv. 23, 24. 
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122 J STRNOR on the Death 


ſuch a perſon's ſucceſs, if the granting his requeſts be 
confiſteat with the glory and A ning >:  Gop's great 
name; for the promiſe adds nothing to the ſufficiency, 
goodneſs and pleaſure of the divine Nature, in 8 
falvation of ſinners; only it declares, and makes it 
manifeſt, that we may truſt aſſuredly in Gop by Ixsus 
CnRIST, and thereby have ſtrong conſolation: nor 
does it appear from ſcripture, that any who came to 
CHRIST for help, truſting only in his ability and mer- 
cy, without having a promiſe to reſt upon, were ever 
diſappointed of their hope: of this we have a ſtriking 
inſtance in the «woman of Canaan, who followed CHRIST 
and would not leave him, though ſhe had no promiſe 
for her ſupport, nor the leaſt encouragement to ex- 
pect ſucceſs from the words of CHRIST, both to the 
diſciples and herſelf; for he ſeemed expreſly to reject 
her petition and deny her requeſt: yet ſhe perſiſted in 


her ſuit, as if ſhe would not be denied; which through 


her imporiunity and ſteady faith in his ability and good- 
neſs, ſhe gloriouſly obtained. O woman, faith the 
Son of Gop, great is thy faith : Be it unto thee even 
as thou wilt. He ſpeaks as one quite overcome by 


her invincible faith and patience, and could no longer 


deny her requeſt. Reader, go and do thou likewiſe, 
for Jzsus CHRIST ts the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 
for ever; who is able to ſave unto the uttermoſt, all 
them that come unto God by him. And thou that be- 
Heveſt in his mercy and power, haſt that to ſupport 
thee which the Syrophenician woman had not, viz. the 


promiſe and truth of Go | 


Here our faith 7efts itſelf more ſecurely, and grows 
bold, in a manner well-pleaſing to Gop; for by the pro- 
miſe he declares it to be his will, purpoſe, and good 
pleaſure, to ſave all that come to him by Jesvs CHRIST, 
and engages his truth and holineſs for the performance 
of it: hence faith pleads the promiſe in an eſpecial man- 
ner. Thus Moſes, Remember how thou /wareſ 
* 3 
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to Abrabam,' ms and Jacob thy PRE to give 
the land of Canaan to them and their feed after them 
therefore look not thou upon the in of this people, but 
the promiſe and the oath, for the ſake of thy great 
name?” 80 Jacob, when he was afraid of his Brother 
4 „hon ſaidſt unto: me, Return, to thy own coun- 
try, and I will ſurely do ubee good. So the Pſalmiſt, 
Remember, Lord, bau thou ſwareſt unto David" in 
thy truth . And the prophet Micah, <* Thou wilt 
perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abra- 
Saad „ And thus the Apoſtle Jobn, 'This is the pro- 
miſe ꝛubich he hath promiſed us, eternal life. And Paul 
alſo, In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, 
promiſed before the-world began *. Peter ſpeaks in the 
very ſame language, We, according to bis promiſe, look 
for new- heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteouſueſs. Thus the promiſe of the immutable 
-omnipotent Gop hath ever been, and {ſtill is, the con- 
ſolatory refuge, and powerful ſupport of Gop's peo-— 
ple in the darkeſt times, and under the ſevereſt trials: 
hence he faith, I am Jebovab, I change not; therefore 
ye ſons of Jacob are not conſumed. St Paul in all his 
epiſtles reminds the Chriſtians of this precious truth, 
God is faithful by aubom ye were called into the fellow- 
ſhip of his Son Jeſus Chriſt.— And to the Theſſalonians, 
Faithful is be that calleth you, who alſo will do it. 
And again to the Corinthians, God is faithful, who will 
not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation alſs make a way for you to e- 
ſeape, that ye may be able to bear it F. And the ſame 
to the Hebrews, Let us bold faſt the profeſſion of 'our 
faith without wavering, for he is faithful who hath 
promiſed. Therefore we may boldly ſay, The Lord is 
my bel per, and that he will never leave us nor forſake 
16; but as our day is our ſtrength ſhall be. Say ye 
therefore to them that are of a fearful beart, Be firong, 
fear not ; your God will come and * Jeu in eve time 
D 2 


„ Titus l. 2. $ 1 Cor. x, 13. | 


1 Death 


of: ant and. ee From allseuil: for ii is 20s the 
will our heavenly ” Father that one of  thefe-little ones 

' peri/o.= Therefore he ſaith, #/ben: thou. | 
—. the: waters, I will be 8 and through 
the: floads, they ſpall not overflow,” the: when: thow 
ewatkeſt through the fire, thou ſbalt not be burnt 3 nei- 
ther ſhall the flame kindle upon tbee: for I am the 
Lord thy God. The three Hebrew children ſeem to 
bave had a ſpecial promiſe of deliverance from the 
Bery furnace; be God «whom vpe ſerve is able uo deli- 
wer us from the burning fiery furnace, and be will de- 
liver ws out of thy band, O ſing t. But wherefore 
theſe many great and precious promiſes, the word 
and oath of the everlaſting Gon ; ſeeing he might 
have wrought deliverance in the earth, and eternal ſal- 
vation for his people without them? It plainly ſhews 
on the one hand, that we are prone to backſlide, and 
jam of: beart to believe ; and on the other, that it is 
the will of Gon abundantly to ſatisfy and bleſs. his 

with conſolations in Cbriſt, even in this life; 

which St Paul hath more nn declared in the 
dollowing words: 

Mben Gad made . promiſe to Abraham, F ovary" 2 
cauld ſwear by no greater, be ſware by himjelf, Jong, 
Surely, bleſſing, Iwill bleſs thee wherein God, willing 
more abundantly io fhew unto the beirs of promiſe the 
immulability of bis counſel, confirmed it by an oath: 
that by leo immutable ibings, in which it was impoſſible 
for God to lie, me might have a ftrong conſolation, who 
have fled for refuge, to lay hold on the hope ſet before us &. 
hence every believer in Gop by :Jzsus/CHR1sT may 
boldly ſay, whatever be their, preſent, or future trials, 
Jill truſt, and not be afraid. — The Lord is my 
ſhepherd, I ſhall want no manner of thing that is 
good; he will ſupply all my need, according 10 his 
nee in e by hes wes 2 herefore when I iq 

1 


= * Iſaiah l . 41 Dan. iii. 17. 
& Heb. vi. 1318. 13 Z | 


walk through the mia-of ithe!fandowe af death, 1 
will fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy. nad ated 
thy flaff they ſball comfort» me. Thus our Brother 
was comforted according to his faith, in fickneſa and 
death; and trium in CHRIST —— 4 
of 9 hich leads e eee 
eee eee To — 
EIT of his: faith and — in Gop 
Cnnisr Jevs. lit world 
The Devil was often peomiteed) to evo int Gaily 
darts at him, to the great difquiet and anguiſh of his 
ſoul, but the- Lord helped bim, and hath now ſet him 
beyond the reach of his adverſary. He hath declared 
to me, and others alſo, that for many years he was 
aſſfaulted with the ſoreſt temptations, and almoſt con- 
tinually harraſſed by the enemy, who ſometimes ſud- 
denly attacked him with ſuch violence, as if he would 
forcibly have drawn him to commit the moſt horrid 
impieties, which he ſcarce knew how to avoid, and 
with great difficulty eſcaped; and although his ſoul 
hated thoſe abominations, and ſhuddered at the very 
thoughts of chem yet ſuch was the artifice and power 
of Satan, that under cover of bis own blaſpbemies, 
and the gloom. which he caſt into the mind, he felt 
himſelf, in thoſe aſſaults, as one impelled to ' deſtroy 
both himſelf and others. With theſe, and divers 
other temptations, his ſoul was exerciſed for wht 
of twenty gears; in which, he declared, that h 
often relieved by looking to Fejus Chriſt for mercy — 
help; and was afterwards greatly delivered from them, 
ſome conſiderable time before his death, by means of 
bearing and underſtanding the grace of God more per- 
feftly, which was the ſupport and very joy of his 
heart: —he was flow of ſpeech, and had not that gift 
e utterance which many have, (and too often abuſe 
to the diſhonour of Gop, and their own hurt, ) but he 
was diligent in hearing, and reading the Precious 
word of God, which be greatly loved, e on it 
in 
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| 1 in his heart; whereby he attained to no ſmall degree 
bl i of ſatisfaion and boldneſ5 in the: faith of Cbriſt; be- 
V ing certified of the truth of thoſe things which he be- 
110 lieved, and wherein be bad been inftrutted. His faith 


"of alſo wrought by love, and brought. forth fruit with 
i 5 atience; teaching, and enabling him to. follow -after 
10 | every good work, and depart from all iniquity, He 
U ſometimes complained that he wanted love to the 

hot children of: Gop, and was grieved that he could not 
Ws. ſhew ſuch pure and fervent love to the ſaints as he de- 


THR fired: yet few diſcovered more ſteady and unfeigned 
Fl | love than himſelf; it being remarkable in him, that 
1 0 he would nat receive an evil report concerning any, with- 
ont tbe ſureſt evidence, by ſearching into the grounds 
187 I may venture without. ſcruple, to affirm, that he was 


Ws an ſraelite indeed, in whom was no guile *, walking 
WY bumöly in the fear f God, and looking for the mercy 
1 ef ibe Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal life. He was 
TH ſometimes alſo perplexed by the ſubtil ſerpent —_ | 
LRN et 4 „n e e ee eee in 
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V puile, Some 'commentalors add, allowed, to this part of 
Son's word, which ſeems to be little leſs than an intimation, that 
| 70 Cur1sT did not ſpeak the truth, when he ſaid of Nathanael, 
" Behold an [ſraclite indeed, in whom is no guile, or that he knew 
not how to deſcribe the change that is made by the Spirit of 55 race 
on the heart of man at his conver/ion. I am alſo inclined to think, 
that by this addition to the ſacred word, they have rather done 
burt, than godly edifying to the church of Gop; for if any man be 
a chriſtian in reality, he is verily without guile ; there being no 
middle way between a hypocrite or difſembler, and one that is f- 
cere, or without guile: every profeſſer is one or the other, Nor is it 
any argument to the - contrary, that ſome feeble-minded Chriſtians 
judge otherwiſe of themſelves, for the word of God cannot be bro- 
ker? therefore David having mentioned the bleſſedneſs of the man 
7 wwhom the Lord will not impute fin, immediately adds, and ir 
&vboſe ſpirit there is no guile. Nor need we ſuch a gleſ to keep 
Aclear of the error of in/e/s perfection, or being wholly without fin 
an this mortal life; for as long as death is the auages of fin, and we 
te ſubject to it, that Hereſy will fall to the ground: and it behoves 
"the'Chriftian, not only to abhor - zhat deluſion, but maintain, at the 
- fame time, that all Gop's people are pure in beart; and allow 
;;none to be of the true Mael, but ſuch as are of a clean heart. 
Plfalm Ixiii. .. a N 
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ne. other, yet it war evident. his ſpirit, prayed 
always. FFF une HAT} N08 
- Here we may obſerve, that a gift of ſpeech, ar 
utterance in prayer, preaching, or any other work of 


that ſort, is common, both to believers.and infidels;; 


that is, a carnal man, and a pagan may have it, and 
make uſe of it, as well as the ſpiritual nan and a 
Chriſtian; therefore, ſuch gift is no proof of our 
being the children of Gop : and as the gift is ſancti- 
fied, and its exerciſe acceptable to Gop through 
Ixsus CHRIST, only by the grace of faith in the 
heart, and the unſeigned love of the ſpirit to Gop and 
his truth; where there is no ſplendid gift, the prayer 
of faith and love, and ſincere deſire, is well-pleaſing 
to Gop. For the Lord looketh not as man looketh.; 
man looteth on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
laoteth on the heart. The Holy Spirit alſo helps us: to 
pray, with ſighings and groanings which cannot be 
attered; that is, which we have not liberty or power 
by. words. to expreſs,Moreover, gifts are for the edi- 
fying not of ourſelves, but of others; Gop requireth 
trutb in the inward parts, and teacheth his people wiſe 
dom ſecretly. Let them, therefore, who ſtrive to make 
a fair ſhew-of religion by ſplendid gifts and ornaments 
of ſpeech, remember thoſe awful ſcriptures; Some preach 
Chriſt of envy and ſtrife, not ſincerely: and many will 
ſay io me in-that day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
phefied in thy name, and in ihy name done many toon 


derful works: but I will then profeſs unto them, I never 


"knew you; depart from me, ye workers of iniquity, There- 
fore let no Chriſtian be diſcouraged for want of elocy- 
tion and gifts in prayer, &c. but rejoice with thankſ- 
giving, that he hath obtained mercy to be ſincere in 
the faith and love of JESUS CHrIsT. 
Let it be here obſerved, that Satan is the immediate 
aulbhor of the above-mentioned horrid blaſphemges, 


abominations, and palpable darkneſs of mind with 


which . 
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which fire ure abfully diſtreſſed; but ae 
are unt ſent for by ur, nor welcome 10 us, they are not 


our ſin, nor charged upon us. Obſerve alſo, that 


although Satan be permitted to tempt, perplex and ter- 
#fy*the ſoul, yet he hath no power, or is not affered 
to force the wül, or compel any man to fin againſt the 
will; but wen he prevails over any ſoul to deſtructi- 
on, it is by decerving, and perſuading it to deſpair, or 
freely to obey its'wvwn luſts. Therefore wwe count them 
happy thut endune Temptations, repelling them by tbe 


Hielu of | faith, wherewith we are enabled 'to guench at 


the fiery arts "of Saran: hence he faith, 'Refift the 
Bevil, nd Be will flee from you. Thoſe who make a 
mel of Jin, and Satan's temprationt, are equally afleep 
in ſin, and deceived by him; and if they have read, 
have xrver underſtoo the Lord's prayer. Lead us not 
Into \tomptution, bat deliver us from vvil; or racher, 
ro re wrong, from that wicked one. 

Laſtly, Obſerve by what means our fouls tape, 
and find relief in ſuch temptations; unt by our-own're- 
Aſtance or boliys/s, but by loofing unto Feſus, and by the 

power of his might; who is a refuge for the diſtreſſed, 

a work in times of trouble. Let us therefore come 
$olaly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grate 10 help in time of inted : for Gop 
is faithful, Who hath! promiſed, that he will not ſuſfer 
us to'be tempted above whit c are able, but will make 
a'way for us to eſcape. To this our Hying friend bore 
a glorious teſtimony. “ I know, (laid he) God is 
«© -faubſul, he hath been ſo to me.“ Here he ob- 
ſerved with great admiration and thankfulneſs, how 
-Gop by his grace had preſerved him in the midſt of 
manifold temptations, and delivered him out of all. 
ce The adverſary, (aid he) would have thruſt me out 
into the N to have been a robber, murderer, 
and what not; but he Lord delivered me out of his 
hand, and nom 1 hlefs Gop he is quite gone 
Caaber hath drove him away“. It being wr” 
that 
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that he ſpoke more like a man in perfect health than - 
on a ſick bed, I aſked him if he felt any pain; he 
immediately anſwered, « No, I feel none at all I 
am full of joy; Chriſt is with me”. Several times he 
raiſed himfelf a little from the bed, and clapping his. 
hands, thouted for joy, as one in the greateſt tri- 
umph, declaring, that what he then felt was unutter- 
able”.—He truly was, as one preſent juſtly obſerved, 


receiving the end of his faith, even the ſalvation of his 


ſoul. In his countenance was plainly ſeen ſuch a ſolemn 


confidence and raviſhment of ſoul, as no limner*s pencil 
can expreſs. - As one aſtoniſhed at bis own happineſs, 
he once faid to thoſe about him, Is it poſſible for a 
« man to live, and enjoy ſo much pleafure as I do?” 
J afterwards took occaſion to aſk him, if in the midſt 


of this higheſt aſſurance, this joy unſpeakable and 


glorious, bis faith was any. way different from what 
it was in times paſt, when he had not this confidence: 
he replied immediately, No, not at all: I have a 


Joy, and happineſs in my foul which I had not then, 


but my faith now 1s the very ſame that it ever was, 
fince 1 Treceived the goſpel ; my truſt, and hope 1 is only 
in Cbriſt. He added, But my joy is exceeding 

At, I am in heaven.” When he heard one ſay, 
that his triumph was great indeed! he anſwered, <* So 
it is; what I feel is beyond expreſſion; 1 believe no 


man ever triumphed more. Yet, (ſaid he,) had you 


come ſooner, you would have ſeen greater things, for 
1 heard muſic diſtinftly, of various kinds*. And 
ſuch was the tranſport of his ſoul, chat he ſeveral 


| rimes ſung this excellent hymn ; 


Lo! he cometty) countleſs crumpets 
Blow before the bloody ſign; 
«© Midft ten thouſand ſaints and angels, 
& See che Crucified ſnine! 
| Hallelujah, &c. dec. Ke 
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7 * permanent; and wil be ©. to all eternity : 
for the ranſomed of the Lord Joall return, and come to 


Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads ; 


they ſhall obtain joy ave. gladneſs, and forrow and 
bun ſhall flee away. Nor do I find, by any 
thing I can learn, after my departure from him, thar 
he ever complained of any uneaſineſs, or bodily pain; 
for he ſeems to have been carried above it by the 


power and preſence of the Lov Ixsus, filling his ſoul 


with large prelibations and enjoyments of that eternal 
glory to which his ſoul was haſtening. 

The laſt things which I hear of him are, that after 
ſome powerf ul and affectionate exbortations and Waru- 
ings to them that were about him, (and I am en- 
couraged to hope, will never be quite forgotten by 
ſome that heard ;) he aſked them if they heard muick ? 
they anſwered, ub; he replied, < 7 believe no, but 


(remember the words of a dying man, ) I hear it, and 


can join with them”® : when he appeared as if he be- 
an to ſing, but his voice could not be heard. 
The laſt word which he was heard. to. ſpeak, ſo as 
to be underſtood, was . Hallelujab:” and I doubt not, 
but his Hpirit was ſinging. loudly, in concert and com- 
munion with the holy angels, who attended his depart- 
ing ſoul to carry it up to paradiſe, _ 
It is remarkable, and worthy of being noticed, 
that Mr Reyner did not ſeem to expe, or deſire any 
uch 


* Iſaiah xxxv. 10. 
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fuch manifeſtations, or felt aſſurances of the love of 
CRT; at leaſt, to me he gave no intimations of 
this ſort: yet, to uſe his own words, © I believe no 
man ever triumphed more”. Nor doth” it appear, 
that he at any time made it matter of prayer; for I 
never remember to have heard him ſpeak, as if he 
earneſtly deſired, or was anxious after it: for he well 
underſtood, that the promiſe of life in CurisT IJxsus 
is not to him that rejoiceth, but to him that believeth : 
and verily, they who will not believe till they have 
ſeen and felt the love of ChRISr in their hearts, do 
not glorify him like unto theſe, who haue not ſeen, 
and yet have believed. Our departed friend, without 
= requiring previous ſiens and wonders, believed the teſ- 
4 timony which Gop hath given of bis Son, and obtained 
3 good hope through grace: for he aſſured me, that 
without theſe manifeſtations, he was ſatisfied con- 
cerning his ſtate towards Gop, nor was afraid to die; 
being grounded and ſetiled on the grace and promiſe 
of Gop in CarisT Jesus ;. for if our hearts condemn 
1 nol, as being deſtitute of that faith which worketh 
by love, then have we confidence towards God. 

But we, by no means, diſapprove of any Chriſtian's 
ſeeking, and that diligently, after an aſſured know- 
ledge of his own falvation ; provided that he doth it 
in the goſpel way of grace and holineſs, through faith 

f in CarisT JEsus, without impatient murmurings, 
or unbelieving anxieties: rather, in this ſcriptural 
Z way, we heartily encourage to hope for it, and con- 
ſtantly ex bort every Believer to give all diligence to 
make his calling and election ſure. e 
Only we have obſerved, that Mr Reyner*s high aſ- 
ſurances, and communications of divine love on his 
death-bed, appear to have been given him without his 
ſeeking after, or aſking for them; and that before 
theſe manifeſtations, his ſoul had reſt and peace in be- 
lieving on CurisT. This is entirely agreeable to 
ſcripture ; Thou will keep bim in perfef# peace whoſe 
1 mind 
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mind is flayed on thee, becauſe be truſteth in. thee; 
And again, Before they call I will anſwer, Becauſe 
Be hath: ſat bis love 70 nme, | therefore will I deliver. 
bim: I will ſet bim on high, becauſe he hath known my 
name. Theſe words are firſt ſpoken of CHRIS, and 
then of his church, as is plain from this ſcripture, 7 
bave declared to them thy name, and will declare it; 
that the Iave wherewith thou haſt loved me may be in 
them,” and I in them. Whence it is plain, that Gon, 
is not only able, but ready alſo to do exceeding_abun- 
dantly above all that wwe aſt or think : to whom be 
glory through Car1s> Jxsvs for ever. Amen. 
Laſtly,” I proceed to make ſome ſuitable Applica- 


1ſt, In general; let our Brother's death remind us 


* 


of our on mortality; think upon it: put it not from 


thee as à gloomy and unpleaſant ſubject.— Be wiſe in 
time. Conſider whither thou art going, before thy 
feet ſtumble on the dark mountains, and thou deſcen 


into the valley | of the ſhadow of death : for thou muſt 
needs paſs through it in thy way to the unſcen world, 


Death is alſo an enemy inexorable and terrible; eſpe- 


cially to them that think leaſt about it; on whom it 


will ſeize as a lion or a bear, and they ſhall not eſcape. 


Beware of ſaying in thy heart, The thoughts of 
death will torment me before the time” ; ſuch language 
is more ſuitable to deſpairing devils than the ſons of 
men; for this common objection of infidels and car- 
nal perſons, that it makes people dull, and melancholy, 
is rather an argument for it, than againſt it: for if 
Death be ſuch an enemy, that the bare report of it, 
and thought. concerning it, fills the mind with gloom 
and horror, how dreadful muſt be its preſence and 
its power: and by how much greater the evil is, by ſo 
much the more it behoves us to watch againſt it: as, 
on the contrary, to be negligent and unthinking 


about ſuch an enemy, that no man can avoid, be- 


trays 


nr 
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: trays a. ſotiabneſ of mind, and a madneſs which: no: 


thing can equal. O that they. wur Wilt, that ther un- 


derſtood this, that they-would tonfider their iatſer end 


Yet, Death is not ſuch an enemy as may not he conquer. 
ed: many have witneſſed to the contraryi of ich 


number we may juftly regkon cour lately dæparted 


Brother. But it requires ſupennaturai wildows and 
ſpiritual -Weapoys to conquer ſuch an enemy as this i 


for all the wiſflom and power ia the world cannot di- 


rect, or help us how to overcome it. 
Therefore, à conqueſt over Death is not to be ob-. 
tained by any labour, policy, or force that man can 
bring againſt it, but by, hiding our ſelves in n luck, 
which Death cduld never overthrow; and th kracht ds 
Cnx1$T : hefe nüllions of men have hid themſelves 


and thereby ęſcaped the poiſoned. arrows of Death. 


and prevailed: againſt; it. And whoſoever is led to 


take this mettiod, will be ſure of victory, when Death 


ſhall fight againſt him; and all that da this are the 
excellent ones of the earth: Wey ure wiſe; and D 
jnberit glory $. Te prudeut foreſeeth the evil, and 


 bideth himſelf, but the. fooliſh:paſs on and are puui ſbud. 


Here let us diligently conſider, wherein lies the 
chief ſtrength and terror of this enemy, whereby we 
ſhall the better underſtand how to ſecure ourſelves 
againſt its ſudden and moſt: powerful attacks, and at 


laſt to triumph over it: now. chĩs is clearly fern, by 
obſerving, that, before ſin, or the tranfgreſſſon of 


Gop's law by our firſt parents, Death was not fo 


much as known in the world; but after man ad ſin- 


ned, it immediately entered, and ſeized upon the 
tranſgreſſor : hence, it is plain, that Death is the 
wages or puniſhment of ſin. Therefore, as. the: Apo- 


ſtle aſſures us, The ſting of Death.is fin; conſequent- 
ly, if that be taken away, it can have no power over 


us; for its power to do hurt, and mortally wound the 
dying ſoul, lies only in its ſting, which none of Adam's 
5 | | fallen 


* Deut. Xii. 29. | $ Prov. iii. 35. 


35 A Suhr on the Death 


fallen race were ever able to deſtroy: But One in'a 
certain place ſaith, O Death, I will be thy plagues: 
0 — I will be 757 deftrufion *. And it is teſti» 
fied of this ſame perſon, even J Esus CHRIST, the 
Son of Gop, that he both died, and roſe again; be- 
cauſe it was impoſſible for Death to keep him under 
iger, more than three days: and through his dy- 
„and riſing again, be deſtroyed not only Death, but 
| him al that bad the power of Death, ' that is, the De. 
vil T. Hence we learn, that CHRIST is ſtronger 
chan Death, and hath prevailed againſt it; ant 
ty, he hath taken away ils ſting, which is fin. 
Again, let us further conſider how ſin came to be 
ſuch a deadly ſting, and whence doth it derive its power ? 
for was it poſſible to conſider fin abſtractedly by itſelf, 
it could do nothing. Concerning this alſo, we learn, and 
are aſſured from the Scripture of truth, that the trength 
of fin is the law: for Gop's law declares and pro- 
nounces-the ſinner, that is, the' tranſgreſſor 'of it, ac- 
curſed : this curſe is Death, whole ſting is fin. There- 
fore, we 'plainly fee, that until the ow is fulfilled, 
and its curſe endured, fin cannot te taken away, nor 
Death diſarmed of its ſting; but bleſſed be Gop for 
Ixsus CnrisT, he hath done it, and opened a way 
for mankind, both to eſcape Death, and enter into 
And eternal: for it is written, Chriſt b delbvered ur 
fromthe curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us &. 
therefore he ſaith, V boſocver believeth in me ſhall never 
die: in whom all Believers are reſtored to the favour 
of ' God, the judge of all, and made heirs of the king- 
dom of heaven; for Chriſt is the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs unto every one that believeth ||. So that in 
the midſt of death, every true Chriſtian _ tri- 
-umph, and ſay, O Death, where is thy ſting? O 
grave, where is thy victory. ? *The ſting of Death is fin, 
and 4be * of _ is the law; but thanks be to kc 
1 7 


* Hoſea xiii. 14. + Heb. ii. 14. 
$ Gal. iii. 13. {| Rom. x. 4. 
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who giveth us the viory, through our Lord. Feſus. 
r ofigiog nat cl Er ot pea 
= 6 OI my Bretbren, let me perſuade you to 
look upon Death as a conquered enemy; over which 
Car1sT hath obtained a glorious: victory, by his blood, 
and by bis life. Perhaps, you: have been unduly. ter- 
rified at the apprehenſions of this enemy, having been 
i taught to conſider him as an ixvincible foe; but now, 
3 the.contrary. is declared to you, and that from aus 
thority which cannot be. doubted, even, the word of 
Gop: truly, the law. cannot help us, for it is that 
which makes our ſin manifeſt, pronounces the curſe 
againſt us, and holds us guiliy before Gob; neither 
can it ſhew mercy, neither can it aſſiſt, neither will it 
3 fſpare the trembling ſinner ; for, that law which: con- 
3 demns a criminal cannot alſo juſtify bim: therefore, the 
law of Gop, whereby all men are proved ſinners, and 
obnoxious to eternal death, cannot reverſe its awful 
ſentence, nor diſcharge any man from its fearful, curſe, 
without receiving compleat ſatisfaction for every one 
of us; and that alſo be applied to the conſcience, 
through faith, by the Spirit of the living Gop. Be- 
ware therefore, of ruſting to your own works, to any 
power or holineſs of your own; for even then, Death 
will be terrible, and prevail againſt you; for, its ſting 
will yet remain, becauſe thou haſt not fulfilled the lau, 
nor made ſatisfaction for the breach of it. But if, 
on the contrary, you look to Feſus Chriſt, and flee to 
him for ſafety, you will find a ſure reſting-place for 
your ſouls from fear of evil, and be enabled to. tri- 
umph over this fearful enemy; at whoſe appearance 
the moſt fout-bearted tremble, and the whole world 
ſeek where to hide themſelves : but as for you, be- 
lieving in Feſus, ye ſhall lift up your heads with bold- 
neſs in the day of battle, and be ſure of victory... , 
Death, to a Chriſtian, is like the carcaſe of a dead 
lion; it bath no power 10 do hurt, though its appear- 
| | ance 
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pent; for it is not poſſible, that thoſe who are in 
Christ ſhould be hurt by an enemy whom Cux1sr 
hath"ovettonie, and keeps under his feet: be not 
afraid *therefore to look upon Death; and through 


Death into eternity, 201th Chriſt dwelling in thy beart by 


faith 3 keep neat to the Lorp Jxsvs, let him nevet 
gout of thy ſight, by turning aſide to look upon 
thy 6wr heunty, or aeformily; the former may be an 
occaſton of pride: to thee, and the latter of de/pond- 
ery ; and whilft thou art buſy in contemplating 255. 
ehh, darknefs may come upon thee; and thou wilt 
ve figbf of Fefus, who is made of God all things 
to all Believers, pertaining to life eternal; be is thy 
wiſdom, thy ftrengibs thy righteouſneſs, thy ſanttifi> 
cation, thy treaſure, thy eternal redemption *, Thy 
weakneſs will unavoidably fet before thee wy ſuppoſed 
merit: and demerit daily; fo that thou wilt have no 
need” to culles them for thy tontemplation-by hard 
Iabbur and ſtudy: but look, and dwell thou upon the 
once-crucified; and now glorified Feſus, and the way to 
holinefs and good works will be ever before thine 
eyes, with proper encouragement, and effectual mo- 
tives to all obedience. Tearn of me, faith our ſuf- 
fering Loxp, for. I am meek, and lowly in beart; and 
ye fhatt find reſt to your fouls, This is St Paul's grand 
argument for the mortiſying of all pride, worldly and 
flefhly luſts; and living unto God in righteouſnefs and 
holineſs of life: F ve be dead with Chriſt, wwe believe 
that we ſhall alſo live with him; knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified with him, that the body of fin 
-might be deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve 
fin F. See therefore what a ranſom thou haſt coſt, 
and ponder on it daily in thy heart: In the death A 
Chriſt thou mayſt ſee the death of all fin, and in his life 
the life of all righteouſneſs ; that thou which believeſt, 


® 1 Cor. i. 30, 


+ Rom. vi. 6, 8. 


. WIRE ITS 2 

ee R 

8 N PO Ly 88 N 
i 


" ** Iban Rented. —— 
T mighteſt 'mortify thy every - luſt,” be Froirful in? cs N TY 1 
| good-works, and be — of bis boltneſs. © * 2 44a X Bs ? 
*246y,* You that are young, and in the midſt of lifes. 4; . OY; 
beware of promiſing to yourſelves many future year- 
and days on the earth; for you have no aſſurance * Wc”, 
another hour, more than the old and ęrey- headed? 
Gop in his wiſdom hath hid from all men the day of 
their death, that men ſhould ever fear before bim. 
Bebold, I come as" a ibief; (faith the Son of Gob,) 
bleſſed is be that uvatebeth," and keepeth bis garments 
* he walk naked, and they ſee bis ſhame . Bleſſed 
s he that ſhall be found watching when his Lon b 
ſhall come; but wo unto him that is found geb, 
amidſt the cures and pleaſures of this lift; baving left”. 
off to watch," and 10 do good; for he ſhall be cut in 
ſander,” and have his portion with the "hypocrites, in 
outer — 3 fares . be ng oo . of 
teeth. 
Suppoſe. now, — this ſhould be thy caſe; 
how terrible will Death and Judgment be! Therefore 
be thou admoniſhed, i take warning ere it be too late; 
for the things that are written ſhall certainly come to 
paſs. Be not deceived; God is not mocted? For al 
ever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap t. Eternal 
happineſs or miſery muſt be thy portion; this is the 
unalterable decree of - Jenovan, that changeth not: 
and if thou art without Car1sT, living and dying, 
nothing can ſcreen, or protect thee in that day from 
the fierce wrath of God almighty : for, There is no ober 
name under beaven given among men whereby we 2 
be ſaved [. But let every Believer rejoice in the 
Lon p; let him ſhout aloud for joy, and ſay, Thanks 
be to God for Feſus Chriſt, who bath delivered us from 
the wrath to come: by this grace let us ſerve Gop 
acceptably, with reverence and godly fear; for our God 
is a conſuming fire $. But though we have boldneſs 
in e and are called unio liberty by his giorious 
F _ goſpel 3 
* Rev. xvi. 1c, Gal. vi. | 
| As iv. * 1 Heb. % 
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goſpel; yet not to walk as we liſt, in tbe luſt of the 
fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and abe pride of life z. hen 
we are made free from ſin, we become the-ſervaitits'of 
righteouſneſs: Take beed therefore, teſt at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenntſs, 
with pleaſures, and cares of ubis life; and ſo that day 
come upon you unawares e far. asd (ſnare ſball it came 
on all them that dwell on the face of the:whole earth *. 
The many exhortations to watchfulneſs which CHRIST 
gave his diſciples, are a plain intimation, that many 
prefeſſors will fall away from their ſuppoſed ſtedfaſt- 
neſs, and be awfully, ſurpriſed: at his coming. Death, 
0 ſudden Death, often ſurpriſes the unthinking part of 
„ mankind, when. they leaſt expect it; for ꝛuben they 
ſhall ſay peace, and ſafety, then ſudden deſtruction 
cometh u pon them. Therefore, let me once more be- 
ſeech you, to remember the words of the Lon D JESU 
to his diſciples; What I ſay unto you, 1 ſay unto all; 
. 3dly, I ſhall apply myſelf to ihe poor, the deſtitute; 
and the miſerable finner : ſuch are they, who labour, 
and are heavy laden, under a, ſenſe of unworthineſs 
and inability to ſave themſelves . Vour ſtate is alarm- 
ing, but not hopeleſs; though your caſe be deplorable, 
it is not deſperate: for, tbe things that are impaſſibls 
ii men, are poſſible with God. Though you are 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins ||, and taſte ſomewhat of 
that death in your own conſciences, yet deſpair not, 
for Gop quickneth ihe dead: wherefore, he ſaith, O 
Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ; but in me is thy 
help, Truly, it ſurpaſſes all human wiſdom and 
power to deſtroy ſin, and ſave ihe finner; but the 
eternal Gop is able to do this, and he hath alſo done 
it: for Gop ſent his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſh, and by his dying a ſacrifice for ſin, condemned 
in in the fleſh F. Cbriſt was delivered for our offences,” 
and raiſed again for our juſtification. Thus we. ſee 
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furrettion fue Lord Jeſus; and whoſoever'believeth 
in him ſhall. nee wo benefit; for the Loup hath 
ken it. 3 RD 161916 
Hear aan; 32 andeiſtands It is 4 aud 
* and worthy of all acceptation, that Fefus om 
came into the warld to ſave ſinners: for, ' GoD' ſo-loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the,end, 
that all which betievr in bim ſbould not periſe," but have 
eternal life. Hence, it plainly: appears, 'that "Gov; 
who: is able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in ers Hou 
able alſo to'-ſave from it: yea, unto the u 
can and will {eve all that come'unto bim by Feſus 8 
in whoſe fleſh he cundemned ſin. Thus CHRIST ha 
opened and prepared a new and living way, for firmery 
to enter into the kingdom of Goy'; from hene 


| an now ſhut us out but unbelief: for hat 
— 


re 'obtru#ed our way to paradiſe, and 
dered our acceſs to Gov, even the curſe of his juſt. Jaw; 
becauſe of ſin, Cur1sT bath removed ; therefore, it 
is a righteous thing with Gop, to juſtify the 

that believeth in JESUS * and he hath declared, it is 
his wilb and pleaſure; that whoſoever believetk in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. Take 
courage therefore, O ſinner, (however hopeleſs thy 


caſe may ſeem, ) only believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved jj. And thus the Propher 
alſo, Though: your fins be as ſcarlet; they ſhall be white 

as ſnow ;, though they be red lite crimſon, they fhall be 


as wool : for the blood of CHRIST cleanſeth from all fin? 
But take heed that thou deſpiſe not, nor under- 

value. this precious blood of the Son of God, who 

bath: provided this ſovereip remedy, and this only, 


for the health of our immortal fouls ; and bow ſhall | 


we eſcape if we neglefF ſo great ſalvation ? et 
Laſtly, I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with 4 ſhort 
Exhortation to the ſincere Chriſtian, 


| Fa. Take 
5 Rom. iv. 5. | AQs av. 31. 


ä 104 e N l a 2 "ITY 4 
N 1 F "oh 8 r 
. n e „ 
4 * - r ALL bf 2 

| * Ne mz 
4 * bs 

1 

X — : 

of hua 725 


e Jene 6 8 
deſtroyed, and the ſinner ſaved, in the death and res 
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given. Sree roy wholly to the 


their number, that through covetouſneſs a orldh 
ier fallen aſleep in the lap of denſual | N 


„  exivedithe knowledge of the pardon' of ber fins m 
[gd peats before: — — this, I now found: 


. 


Nekeing in 1 from her own. mouth, to know the 
i eauſeof-it, I enquired of thoſe about her what man 
% 85 - ot life ſhe had leds who informed me, that ſhe 
dpdnyce attended on hearing the goſpel of Gop, and was,! 
1 bel 5 _-_ "to appearance, a happy Chriſtian; but for ſome time 
"W Ha = N. paſt, had greatly fallen off, worldly: cares 
SB 408 and anxieties, which-ſhe continued: to purſue with no! 
7 | — ſmall degree of « and even then, in her laſt! 
W ſickneſs, expreſſed the greateſt folicicude about the 
does of her temporal affairs her confines! 
ment; nor could I perceive, in my repeated vifics, 
that ſhe had the leaſt eſire in her cifpokition to hear 
ſpeak of ſpiritual things, but quite the reverſe: 
and in this * dark, - inſenfible. condition of 
foul ſhe died, as thoſe who were: preſent aſſured me 
No ſuch an aſſurance as this was 4 plain deluſſon 
of Satan, and her joy the joy of the kyporrite. Flem 
therefore theſe things; tate bred, und bervare of cote- 

. touſneſs; for if any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him; hut add 10 your: faul virtue, 
Ind all be fruits of rigbieouſneſs u ich are iy Jeſus.” 
Gbri iſt, to the glory and praiſe ef God: for Where. Jonny 
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Now to the So Eternal, ec. © = 


| | and piers chemſelverithrough with ming fen vf 
'- _ once viſited a perſon on her death-bed; of whom Þ 
was informed, that ſhe had been converted, and re- : 


adark, difitisfied, ſullen fitate of mind; and after 


[hc to turn aſide — . Be 5 . 
e minded, but Fears © And how Polk . 


weaſare i #5, . there will your beart be 4 4 7 : 
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